Vanier Elementary School
Ecole élémentaire Vanier
February 2010

Dear Parent(s) and/or Caregiver(s),

Throughout the fall, staff and students tried t
best to fend off the flu by following the 3C

protocol, CLEAN, COVER, andCONTAIN . C‘an COVQI’dnd COT\TOIT\
On the whole, we were very successful and o
absentee rates were quite low. We were alsd

successful in instiling and reinforcing good
habits to keep everyone healthy.

Hey Kids! Remember fo..

clean c,over confain

your hands your coughs and sneezes your cald o fl, stay home and rest

During this flu season, we are encouraging
everyone in the Vanier school community to

: . Newfbundldnd
continue to practice the 3C protocol. It has www ivinghealthysc hoo's com Labrador

proven to be very successful in limiting the
spread of the many flu viruses that are around at

this time of the year. Please join us as we encowagstaff and students to engage in
healthy, flu-fighting practices.

Thanks for your support of our school’'s work as we contiougrive to be “the best that
we can be.”

Sincerely,
The Administrative Team and Staff of Vanier Elemepntachool

Wllns. Chafe

Allison Chafe

Gerald Mercer
Principal Assistant Principal

* 85 Ennis Avenue * St. John’s * NL * A1A 1Y7 * 754-2440 * 754-1805 (fax) *
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DATES TO REMEMBER
February 5 KinderStart Session #2: No classes for #asykindergarten students.

February 8 - 14 Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week
February 12 Winter Olympics Opening Ceremonies and Math Da
February 24 Grade Five Heritage Fair

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

Many children are coming to school without clothsgtable for outside play. During the
winter months, we keep our students inside at recassbut try to go outside at lunchtime.
As there is no inside supervision on outside dalgidren are not permitted to stay in the
building. When the weather is suitable, we go outsitlease ensure that your child has a
hat, mittens, and appropriate outer clothing in casevdather allows us to go outside to play.
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HAITI RELIEF EFFORTS

Our students are awesome! Immediately followingdiwestating earthquake that took the lives
of hundreds of thousands of people and devastateghly populated area of Haiti, six grade six
girls set out to help those affected by the naturalsties. Their concern and will to help turned
into a very successful, multi-faceted fund-raisingreffo

The girls, with the help of their teacher, Ms Pottlad classmates, canvassed for voluntary
donations, organized a very successful cookie satkage continuing to raise money by raffling
a basket of child-friendly items.

To date, the cookie sale and donations have r&is@d. The ticket raffle is still to come. The
original group will be turning over their money to thanadian Red Cross in due course. (Y)our
school council has agreed to top-up the final totateémearest multiple of 500.

Congratulations to everyone who has participatedisnvitry successful and worthwhile effort.

If you would like to make a donation, please contastmdttle or Mr. Mercer.

GRADE 3F & 5F CLASSES ATTEND OPEN MINDS AT THE ROOMS

During January, four of our French immersion classestspe
time exploring topics at The Rooms. Sponsored by
Chevron, the Open Minds program

“provides teachers with the unique opportunity to move their
class to The Rooms for an entire week. Based on what
students are already studying at school, this innovative teaching program focusesiersing
school children in the behiniihe-scenes world of The Rooms, allowing
them special access to exhibitions, collections, vaults, and expert
staff.”
(http://mww.chevron.ca/news/releases/2009-10-08_Openminds.asp)

There have been some interesting journal entrieslicawings created
by students as they worked through the activitieshatRooms. We
are pleased to share them with you.

[llustrations by Thomas Drover, Grade 3F)
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Open N.nds

Last weeh oul class wen+ 1o
Scheag) m‘ he RoomS and we
Pa(‘f,c'g’a i the open Minds
P(‘Sﬂ Wwe went o 7L1’)£ Vaul +
a4 in +1ct ult + was a
STuff’ Mew uno{r fl% q
was n  wolld ane ag t
was the mascoT ol tne walre We
alSe vi/sited the Confectivns gallef,
Whefe we Saw puffios and g Jlant
1'0’: e alse heard a dog dartrig
A ar‘chaeodg,ﬁ +a/4 us +hat rn had
es of an ancien+ \3
buﬂu’ Next o h's Ouinef. Nexh
Wen+ downstaiCs +o aresner qaliely
cafled [3eap Behind 4he Scenes
whele thefe wele bifds. 4 7‘+14c Bird
CX)') bt thele was a 'h'b that wou
Could P'“‘j/ with. While 'T Luas
The

ealmin ms T -PeH eat |
cc‘zms‘7 T en: a%efcl)coafq 9 New aih,nj.

Nicholas Maher
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ELEMENTARY SPELLING BEE

On Friday, January 22, 2010 twelve elementary studentgipatéd in the school spelling bee.
These students were the winners of classroom spblieg held earlier in the week. The
classroom winners were:

Grade 4: Jennifer Stevenson, Lauren
Guiney, Andrew Gosse &
Lindsay Gover

Grade 5: Julia Dawe, Victoria Han,
Emma Holmes & Alicia
Cadigan

Grade 6: Joshua Drohan, Chloe
Fordham, Nicholas Bendzsa &
Danielle Seviour

After many exciting rounds, Danielle

Seviour was declared the winner. Julia

Dawe was runner-up. Danielle and

Julia will represent Vanier at the
regional spelling bee to be held in March. Congratutatio the winners and to all the
participants.
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TEACHER AND STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK
(February 8 - 14, 2010)

Success in our homes and in our work life comes frard twvork. Our capabilities have been
carefully nurtured by our parents, our teachers, ansupgort staffs who ensured that our
places of learning were ready and organized. Efah can look back to our school days and
can remember a teacher or a support staff member who

had a positive effect on our lives.

Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week will be celebrated
in Canada during the week of February 8 - 14, 2010.
Take time to send a thank you note to a teacher who
made a difference in your life ... or to a schoatstry
who helped you through a tough moment ... or to a
custodian who fixed your locker or cleaned up a spill.

Then, think about your own children and their positive
experiences in school. During this week, find a veay t
say thank you together. Let the people at school knowj
that you appreciate the work they do. After all,lees t
bumper sticker says, “If you can read this, thank a
teacher!”

To the support staff and teachers at Vanier Elementary
School, we appreciate all that you do every day o hel | #
children and families be “the best that they can be.” "
Happy Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week!




